THE DARK AGES IN ENGLAND
a man native to England but trained in Rome and Lyons. He
persuaded King Oswy and his court to adopt the full Roman
fashion. Some of the Celtic missionaries went away, but one
of them, Tuda, conformed and was made bishop. Such as were
still backward and schismatic in the Midlands and the rest of
the North submitted; and henceforward it was certain that a
Catholic culture in full communion with Rome and forming
part of all Christendom would advance westward rapidly
throughout the island. On account of this it was certain that
the Angle and Saxon dialects which had been talked in the east,
where the Roman missionaries had had their chief successes
and where the great figure of St Wilfrid had appeared, would
also spread westward.
Theodore of Tarsus. After the Council of Whitby Tuda
died, and the natural person to succeed him was St Wilfrid.
Now, St Wilfrid could not be consecrated bishop by the Primate
of England, the Archbishop of Canterbury, for the last holder
of that office had died and had not been replaced. So St Wilfrid
went over to France and was consecrated there, at Compi&gne;
but for some unknown reason, perhaps because St Wilfrid was
slow in returning, King Oswy (now old) grew angry with him
and appointed in his place a priest, probably Celtic, called Chad,
a very holy man. The Pope of the day, Vitalian, saw to it that
these troubles should be ended. He did so by organizing once
and for all the Church in England, and for that purpose he sent
a very able, vigorous, and learned man from the Greek-speaking
East of the'Roman Empire, from Tarsus, St Paul's town. This
man, Theodore of Tarsus, whom the Pope made Archbishop of
Canterbury, should be remarked as one of the most important
in the history of England; for he established here not only the
full organization of the Church, but a tradition of culture,
founding schools and introducing a knowledge of Greek, He
reconciled Wilfrid with Oswy, who died in 671. In 673 Theo-
dore of Tarsus called together the first ecclesiastical synod held
in Britain, at Hertford. It established canons—that is, ecclesi-
astical rules—on the lines of all the rest of Christendom, and,
what is most important, it divided England into a regular
number of dioceses. Theodore divided the great diocese of York
into two (thereby clashing again with St Wilfrid, who went off to
Rome, and there got the Pope to support him). He also estab-
lished a bishopric as far west as Hereford; two in East Anglia;
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